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IN THE ARMY NOW

Words and Music by Rob Bolland and Ferdi Bolland

The early 1980s were a period of mixed fortunes for the band. Long-time drummer John
Coghlan left to form his own band Diesel and was replaced by former Original Mirrors
drummer Pete Kircher.

1982 saw Quo celebrate the 20th anniversary of Francis and Alon Lancaster’'s meeting
with the release of the 1+9+8+2(=20/) album and a series of high profile gigs. They
became the first rock band to play for royalty when Prince Charles and Princess Diana
attended their concert at the Birmingham NEC in aid of the Prince’s Trust.

In The Army Now was written in 1982 by the Dutch brothers Rob and Ferdi Bolland.
Francis heard the single on a pirate radio station and liked it sufficiently to suggest that
the band record it at some point. It wasn’t until 1986 when o Quo rendition of the song
surfaced, charting for 14 weeks and peaking at number 2.
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